Activation of platelet function in Fabry's disease.
Increased platelet aggregation and high plasma concentration of beta-thromboglobulin were observed in hemizygotes and heterozygotes of Fabry's disease. Carbamazepine and phenytoin administered for the treatment of pains in these patients showed no significant effect on platelet aggregation. No activation of platelets was observed after the addition of ceramide trihexoside, the storage lipid of this disease. Mitral valve prolapse was found in eight of 12 patients. Although the pathogenesis of platelet activation and mitral valve prolapse are not known, the platelet activation could be an early indicator and an accelerating factor of thromboembolic vascular change in this disease.